
Free download 
The Devil You Know: A Black Power 

Manifesto
 Pdf

 Charles M. Blow

http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/Jpjo/OPMw/qLaP/The-Devil-You-Know-A-Black-Power-Manifesto
http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/Jpjo/OPMw/qLaP/The-Devil-You-Know-A-Black-Power-Manifesto
http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/Jpjo/OPMw/qLaP/The-Devil-You-Know-A-Black-Power-Manifesto
http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/Jpjo/OPMw/qLaP/The-Devil-You-Know-A-Black-Power-Manifesto
http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/Jpjo/OPMw/qLaP/The-Devil-You-Know-A-Black-Power-Manifesto
http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/Jpjo/OPMw/qLaP/The-Devil-You-Know-A-Black-Power-Manifesto


INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLERA New York Times Editor’s Choice | A Kirkus Best
Nonfiction Book of the YearFrom journalist and New York Times bestselling author Charles Blow
comes a powerful manifesto and call to action, "a must-read in the effort to dismantle deep-
seated poisons of systemic racism and white supremacy" (San Francisco Chronicle).Race, as
we have come to understand it, is a fiction; but, racism, as we have come to live it, is a fact. The
point here is not to impose a new racial hierarchy, but to remove an existing one. After centuries
of waiting for white majorities to overturn white supremacy, it seems to me that it has fallen to
Black people to do it themselves.Acclaimed columnist and author Charles Blow never wanted to
write a “race book.” But as violence against Black people—both physical and psychological—
seemed only to increase in recent years, culminating in the historic pandemic and protests of the
summer of 2020, he felt compelled to write a new story for Black Americans. He envisioned a
succinct, counterintuitive, and impassioned corrective to the myths that have for too long
governed our thinking about race and geography in America. Drawing on both political
observations and personal experience as a Black son of the South, Charles set out to offer a call
to action by which Black people can finally achieve equality, on their own terms.So what will it
take to make lasting change when small steps have so frequently failed? It’s going to take an
unprecedented shift in power. The Devil You Know is a groundbreaking manifesto, proposing
nothing short of the most audacious power play by Black people in the history of this country.
This book is a grand exhortation to generations of a people, offering a road map to true and
lasting freedom.

About the AuthorCharles M. Blow is an acclaimed journalist and op-ed columnist for the New
York Times who appears frequently on CNN. He is the author of the New York Times bestselling
memoir Fire Shut Up in My Bones. He lives in Atlanta.--This text refers to the paperback
edition.Review“Charles Blow’s uncommonly specific and clear remedy for overcoming racial
injustice in America is provocative, intriguing, innovative, and insightful. You won’t read another
contemporary book on race as powerful as this bold work by one of the nation’s most compelling
writers.” -- Bryan Stevenson, founder and executive director of the Equal Justice Initiative and
author of Just Mercy"In cogent arguments bound together by his customary incandescent
prose, Blow explores how the white backlash towards the Great Migration that never really
ended has created a situation where racism in these Northern 'destination cities' of the Great
Migration makes life untenable for Black Americans.... [Weaves] together deeply thought out
analysis and in-depth sociological and historical research.... 'In a society and system in which
white supremacy is ubiquitous and inveterate, Black people need fierce advocates to help
restore the balance in the first instance,' writes Blow. Throughout his legendary career in



journalism, Charles Blow has long been that voice." -- NPR“Blow is in fact making an argument,
not just offering a lament.... The Devil You Know reminds that America’s mobility has not always
meant progress, that alongside the allure of movement are the tears and disappointments that
keep us moving, always seeking a new place where we can and must belong.” -- Washington
Post"Searing.... A helpful introduction for those seeking to make sense of fractious political
debates about race and voting rights in the South, and the broken promises of American
democracy." -- New York Times“A must-read in the effort to dismantle deep-seated poisons of
systemic racism and white supremacy.” -- San Francisco Chronicle“In his provocative manifesto
Charles Blow gives us one of the most thrilling experiences as readers: the challenge of
imagining an alternate future. Writing in a long tradition of Black visionaries who’ve wrestled with
the political implications of place and power, he exhorts African Americans to reconsider the
possibilities of home against an historical backdrop of past migrations. Blow is one of our most
penetrating thinkers and brilliant essayists, and in The Devil You Know he is putting it all on the
line.” -- Henry Louis Gates, Jr., Alphonse Fletcher University Professor, Harvard
University“Renders an unflinching diagnosis of the ravages of white supremacy and a rousing
prescription for Black Americans to eliminate its harms…. This is daring work, accessible and
easily digested by a wide audience…. There’s a sense of urgency to it that resonates. One
doesn’t often expect a work of nonfiction to be this propulsive and exciting…. Both as polemic
and as proposal, The Devil You Know is convincing — powerful and enticing arguments buoyed
by accessible and pressing prose.” -- The Grio“Daring…. Valuable as a thought experiment
alone but also an “actual plan” for effecting lasting political change.” -- Kirkus, starred review“A
compelling argument on how a second migration back to the South could prove a way forward
for Black America.” -- Library Journal“Blow’s provocative call for action contains much food for
thought…. He paints a devastating picture of how white liberals have failed to match rhetorical
support for Blacks with action, and buttresses his political arguments with painful personal
experiences.” -- Publishers Weekly --This text refers to the paperback edition.
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Constance Fry, “A radical and urgent plan for Black liberation. Recent waves of anti-racist
literature have done much to educate the public at large about the evils of White supremacy and
the tenacious and deadly fact of systemic racism. Still, far less has been said of a concrete and
visionary action plan designed to bring about the kind of lasting economic, social and political
equity that has eluded the United States from the time of its founding.In THE DEVIL YOU
KNOW, Blow rises to the occasion, offering up a most radical plan for Black liberation. Blow calls
on Black Americans to embark on a "reverse Great Migration," to move, en masse, away from
big destination cities such as New York and Chicago (among others), and into the Southern
municipalities that so many Black Americans once called home. A return back to regions once
teeming with unbroken generations of vibrant Black communities, ones shaped by Black culture
and Black pride - before inhabitants were forced to abandon their hometowns, either in search of
work up North – or else as refugees of White terrorism.Blow's call-to-action is practical as much
as it is audacious. Chapter-by-chapter, Blow illustrates how organized Black populations hold
the power to systematically target regions throughout the Southern United States for relocation –
a demographic shift that, as it were, is already underway – so that they may “fan out like jewels
along a necklace” to achieve the population density required for true political power.But, one
might ask, is this a wholesale abandonment of cross-racial equity building? I mean, just WHAT-
IN-THE-ROBIN-DIANGELO is a White Ally to do?There may in fact be a clear answer to that
question, but Blow does not waste a minute hashing it out. Instead, he highlights the insidious
danger of over-reliance on White allyship as a means to the socio-political change required to
put an end (finally) to the promise of early death that hangs every day over the heads of Black
Americans – a fact determined more than anything else, by race.In particular, Blow expresses
healthy skepticism for the zeal of multi-racial mass protests that have seen a resurgence in
popularity throughout 2020 in the wake of George Floyd’s murder. Protests in which Black
Americans exercise a form of “direct democracy” in their right to assemble, side-by-side with
White liberal allies who, once the protest is over, retreat back to the comforts of their lives,
wearing “$80 yoga pants, carrying their lattes.” Blow seems to remind the reader that we have
been here before - and we know how this plays out.In this way, Blow’s argument flies in the face
of more popular and palatable sentiments of coalition building and “coming together” across
racial lines as a viable means to structural change. Instead, Blow draws a Mason-Dixon sized
line of demarcation between two forms of democracy to be pursued by Black Americans:1. that
of the “direct democracy” exercised in large public protests,VS (and?)2. that of “representative
democracy,” in which Black people access the means to self-determination by filling seats in
political office.That is, filling local government and the House and Senate alike, with Black
people, by Black people, who will work on behalf of Black people (yes, he acknowledges, of
course we do currently have Black representatives in Congress. But, they were installed by
majority White coalitions and therefore remain beholden to White interests first).Blow takes great



care to clarify: this is not about creating Black domination. Rather, it is about upending White
domination. It is about the pursuit of true, long-term, structural equity –something made possible
only through representative democracy. Nothing less.Blow’s words read with a tender urgency,
and they are directed right to Black Americans –a kind of, hand-over-the-author’s-heart,
extended to his people, seeming to say, “let’s get moving”.He invites Black Americans to see the
South as the origin of their collective social and political identity – a birthright of sorts. To recall
its warmth, and to return to it - together.Blow reminds his readers: Black Americans have done
this before, “produced collective action” in service of their own interests. The time has arrived to
do it again.“The only thing Black people have to do," Blow writes, "...is come home.””

Priscilla Alexander, “Migrations. As a Jew, a passionate caller for racial justice in the time of
Black Lives Matter protests, and as a fan of Mr. Blow, and having read his wonderful memoir, I
looked forward to his next chapter. I was fascinated by the comparison between
accommodations movements and leaders and Black assertionist movements and leaders, the
difference between pretty please I won't make trouble and I/we are strong, powerful human
beings who take it as a given, of course we have rights.In some ways the contrasting migrations
north and south mirror discussions among Jews after World War II about whether it was better to
migrate to what would become a haven for Jews, Israel, or stay in the diaspora fighting against
antisemitism at a time when such discrimination was more overt in the United States.In 1952
when Bennington College asked for a photo with my application, my father's immediate reaction
was they wanted to keep out Jews. When I got to Bennington and found lots of Jews but only a
handful of Blacks, it was obvious who they sought to exclude.Most of my life has been much
more segregated than I liked. One summer I was lucky enough to go to a YWCA camp with lots
of Black children. Our relationships were normal. But my public elementary schools were all
white students, and only one teacher wasn't, Mrs. Armstrong, who was Black, and who was the
only teacher I adored until high school.Now I am 82 years old, and probably won't see racism
diminish much in the years I have left. But my preference is for a truly multiracial just and diverse
society in which all the tribes and clans among us truly have equal access to health, education,
and justice, and hate crimes are no more.Keep on writing, Charles M. Blow.”

The book by Charles M. Blow has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 1,881 people have provided feedback.
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